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For asylum-seekers, 
legal counsel makes a world of difference.

 



By 2022, Justice For Our Neighbors Houston
will be the Leading Provider for nonprofit
direct immigration legal services in Greater
Houston.

MISSION

The mission of JFON Houston is to provide low-

income individuals and families with affordable,

high-quality immigration legal services and

engage in immigration education and advocacy.

CORE VALUES

Community

Opportunity

Compassion

Accountability

STRATEGIC VISION



Create and maintain a positive working environment built on performance, appreciation, mutual

respect, and trust, so that JFON Houston becomes the leading employer for non-profit direct

immigration legal services and one of the best places to work in Houston.

Provide exceptional direct service with positive outputs, strong outcomes, and high

stakeholder satisfaction, so that JFON Houston becomes the Leading Provider for direct legal

services.

Improve communications and engagement, so that JFON Houston becomes a well-known

agency that funders can trust, support and follow.

Develop and strengthen the internal capacity to meet JFON Houston’s immediate and ongoing

needs.

Dear Friends,

It is fair to say that 2019 was a year of reset for JFON Houston. With a new Executive Director in

place, the leadership worked over nine months to develop a strategic plan to guide operations for

the next three years. The process engaged stakeholders at every level, including former and

current clients, volunteers, staff, community partners and the JFON Houston Board. 
 

Many valuable lessons resulted from the process and in the end one overarching and rallying

vision emerged: By 2022, Justice for Our Neighbors Houston will be the leading nonprofit

provider for direct immigration legal services in the Greater Houston area.  
 

To achieve this objective, the leadership also identified four key areas of priority:
 

1.

2.

3.

4.

 

We are thankful that 2019 was an amazing year with fantastic results, great partnerships and

positive legal outcomes for many of our clients.  The future also gives us reasons for optimism.

But most of all, we are thankful for you – our partner. 
 

Our partnerships have been both the pillar that have kept us strong in the past, as well as the

bridge that will take us into the future we anticipate. We never can say this often enough: Thank

you for your generosity!
 

Together we are creating a legacy.
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A L O N E ,

S C A R E D ,

F O R G O T T E N

U N W A N T E D  A N D

U N W E L C O M E

 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMIGRANTS

WHO  FEEL

We Work with



A SECOND

CHANCE

 

 

Jason is a 28-year-old man from Panama. He came to

the United States as a child and was able to get his

residency as a young man through his adoptive father.   

 

Jason began experiencing mental health problems after

the death of his biological mother and was hospitalized

several times for inpatient treatment between the ages

of 13 to 17.    

 

He was ultimately diagnosed with a bipolar disorder,

which at times impacted his decision-making ability.   

 

Jason was arrested several times and in 2018 he was

transferred to ICE custody. The government wanted to

deport him because of his arrests.  

 

JFON Houston represented Jason in detained removal

proceedings as part of the Deportation Defense

Houston (DDH) project and helped him apply for

Cancellation of Removal.  

 

We were able to show the immigration judge that Jason

deserved a second chance.   He was released from

detention and was reunited with his family. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
[1]

Client’s name and likeness have been changed to protect his identity.



THE ASYLUM

PROJECT

JFON Houston Launches 

In October 2019, the United
Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) selected JFON Houston
along with two other JFON sites
(New York and Florida) to receive a
$2 million grant over three years,  to
partner with Church World Services
to provide immigration
representation to asylum-seekers.
 
The rise in political turmoil,
economic instability and violence in
some Central American countries
has resulted in an increased flow of
migrants to the U.S.-Mexico border
seeking asylum.  According to U.S.
Customs and Border Patrol data,
about 72% of immigrants
apprehended at the border in May
2019 were families or children.   
 
Immigrants who cannot afford an
attorney for their asylum case are
not provided one by the
government, which is a contrast
from criminal law proceedings. A
2015 study by Syracuse University’s
Transactional Records Access
Clearinghouse showed that without
legal representation only 1.5 percent
of women and children who had
passed their credible fear interviews
were granted asylum in the United
States.
 
Immigrants who are released from
holding facilities upon
 
 

Add a little bit of body text

demonstrating a credible fear of
persecution or torture if they
return home need resettlement
assistance as they await their
immigration court date.
 
In an environment of increasing
cuts to publicly funded
resettlement programs, access to
representation and other social
services such as housing,
employment and education are
critical - especially given a backlog
of at least three years or longer for
immigration cases to be heard.
 
This project provides coordinated
assistance to asylum-seekers in the
three service areas and provides
access to a broader range of support
to safely live in the U.S. and secure
relief from deportation.
 
Through the partnership, JFON
Houston will  be able to add a full-
time immigration attorney
specializing in asylum to its team. 
The new hire will  allow JFON
Houston to serve an estimated 60
asylum clients over the next three
years as well as more than 100
other migrants who will  receive
advice and counsel about their legal
options.
 
 





 



Launched in 2019, “Attorneys From The Heart”  is  a JFON Houston volunteer
program that al lows at torneys to partner wi th JFON Houston's immigrat ion legal
team to provide free immigrat ion legal  services to indiv iduals at  or  below 200%
of the Federal  Poverty Guidel ines.
 
L icensed, inact ive and ret i red at torneys volunteer to provide pro bono services.
Volunteers are t ra ined and of fered a var iety of  opportuni t ies throughout the
year to get involved.
 
In 2019, the help of  these great lawyers al lowed us to serve more DACA
recipients through workshops in the greater Houston area and in East Texas.
 
Join us in thanking the fol lowing "Attorneys from the Heart"  for  g iv ing our
immigrant neighbors their  g i f t  of  t ime and talents:
 

2019 PRO BONO ATTORNEYS
Gabriela Bustillos

Veronica Campos

Ellaine Carr

Erika Glenn* (in memoriam)

Nadia Khalid

Martin L. Mayo

Elizabeth Mendoza

Cynthia Milian

Ruby Powers

Jarred J. Slater

Mark E. Steiner

Minnie Tsai
 

Add a little bit of body text

2019 COLLABORATING
ATTORNEYS
Paola Copeland

Aimee Maldonado

Khanh Pham

Steve Okoroha

Jacqueline Saavedra

Josephine Sorgwe



DREAMS

ON HOLD

 

 
Kadiatou is a 20-year-old c i t izen and nat ional  of  Guinea. She entered
the United States on a student v isa to study engineer ing.
 
Her parents raised her in the Is lamic fa i th,  but  she converted to
Christ iani ty before start ing col lege.  Af ter  two semesters in her
program, Kadiatou’s parents decided they would no longer fund her
educat ion.   Her father is demanding that she return to Guinea, to
enter into an arranged marr iage with a 47-year old man, already
marr ied to two other women.
 
Kadiatou would be the youngest of  the three wives i f  she were to
return.   And she would most def in i te ly have to say goodbye to her
dream of becoming an engineer,  i f  she returns to her home country.
 
Not only that ,  Kadiatou is also scared that i f  she is forced to enter
into marr iage, her husband would require that  she undergo female
circumcision and convert  back to Is lam.  I f  she refuses, then the
custom is for  her to be beaten by her husband. In which case, even
her own fami ly wi l l  not  intervene to protect  her.
 
Kadiatou’s only hope of  escaping this impending forced marr iage and
abuse is to remain in the Uni ted States and seek asylum.  JFON
Houston is now represent ing Kadiatou in apply ing for asylum.  I f
granted, Kadiatou can apply for  lawful  permanent resident status ( i .e. ,
green card),  af ter  one year of  the asylum approval .
 
  
 
 

 

Client’s name and likeness have been changed to protect her identity.



Administrative
Fundraising Events
Organizational Development
Programs
Personnel
Taxes and Fees
Communications Project

TOTAL

$24,771.53 
$437.34
$4,960.44
$77,737.46
$209,979.29
$22,058.48
$44,355.71

$384,300.25

$22,224.81
$1,058.67
$12,486.76
$283,289.18
$141,355.82
$28,340.63
$81,376.56

$570,132.43

2019 Financial Summary

REVENUE

$3,499.30
$303,101.43
$20,006.45
$34,471.78
(Included in individual contributions)
$15,250.00
$10,007.87
$102.87

$386,336.83

Fundraising Events
Grants 
Individual Contributions
Church Partners 
Business Partners 
National JFON 
Fees for Service 
Interest Earned 

TOTAL

2018              2019

$908.18
$634,792.88
$32,803.45
$35,813.00
$2250.00
$12,573.32
$26,208.00
$1144.12

$746,492.95

EXPENSES
2018              2019

NET ASSETS

Beginning of the Year
End of Year

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

2018              2019

$286,802.55
$288,839.13

$2,036.58

$288,839.13
$465,008.64
$176,169.51*

* Net asset includes grant funds from the UMCOR grant and our communications project grant intended for
expenses in 2020.



Rev. Dr. Will Reed
Board President 
Senior Pastor
First United Methodist Church
Pasadena 
 
 
Emine Gürer Bahadir 
Mathematics Professor 
Harmony School of Technology 
 
 
Ercan Baskurt 
Director of Operations
Harmony Public Schools
 
 
John Esquivel, Esq. 
Retired
Attorney 
 
 
Jennifer Herring
Director - Reentry Program
Harris County Sheriff Department
 
 
Gregory Jones, Esq.
Attorney
Law Office of Gregory N. Jones
 

2019 JFON HOUSTON 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Edgar Saldivar, Esq.
Senior Staff Attorney
ACLU of Texas
 
 
Oscar Garza, Esq.
Treasurer
Attorney and Accountant
Oscar L. Garza and Associates
PC Tax Advisory Services Group, LLC
 
 
Bee Garza
Retired
Administrator
 
 
John Howard, Jr.
Retired
Engineer
 
 
Rev. Cassandra Nunez
Immigration Legal Assistant
Pastor
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church



ESCAPE

DOESN'T 

END THE

SUFFERING

 

 

Linda is a young lady who suffered years of severe

abuse in Central America because she is a transgender

woman. 

 

Though she ultimately escaped to the United States,  her

history of trauma left her vulnerable to abuse and

manipulation from others. 

 

Due to other factors,  Linda was ineligible to apply for

asylum in the United States and was facing deportation.

 

However, with JFON Houston’s representation, Linda

was granted deferral of removal under the Convention

Against Torture, a type of protection meant to protect

those who would “more likely than not” be subjected to

torture by their governments or with the government’s

acquiescence. 

 

Together we are making a difference!

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Client’s name and likeness have been changed to protect her identity.



 

 



NO SUCH 

THING AS 

"JUST A

REPLACEMENT

CARD"

 

Bayani is an immigrant who came to the United States from the

Philippines, thanks to his daughter, Jasmine who had petitioned for

him to become a Lawful Permanent Resident.   
 

The petition was filed back in 2014. Bayani was very fortunate to have

his petition approved. However, subsequent to entering the United

States in 2015, as a lawful permanent resident, he never received the

actual Green Card, which is typically sent in the mail.  So after three

years of waiting for the card that never came, Bayani and his daughter

decided to submit an application for a replacement Green Card. Only

this time, his application got denied. 
 

His case is another example of the complexity and complicated nature

of our immigration and how difficult it  can be for immigrants to

navigate through it ,  without proper representation. The system often

leaves immigrants feeling perplexed, terrified and even hopeless.
 

In March of 2018, Bayani came to JFON Houston seeking assistance in

getting his Green Card.   Our legal team helped Bayani file an I-90,

Application to Replace Permanent Residence Card.   
 

As in every case, after the filing, comes the nerve racking waiting

period. An experience that many immigrants knows very well .  In this

case, after 14 months, Bayani finally received his Green Card in the

mail,  May 21st,  2019. For him it was the end of nearly four years of

anxiety, confusion and fear. He can now breathe a sigh of relief.  Even

more exciting is the fact that,  in 2020, he will  be eligible to apply for

his naturalization.

 

 

   

 

 

 

Client’s name and likeness have been changed to protect his identity.



BIG CITY

BIG NEED

 

In Houston, the fourth largest

and most culturally diverse city

in the nation, where almost 25%

of the population is foreign

born, there are few nonprofit

immigration service providers

experienced in humanitarian-

based immigration legal

services, who also offer services

at no charge. Justice for Our

Neighbors is a national non-

profit organization founded in

1996 as an immigration

ministry of the United

Methodist Church.  JFON

Houston is the only full-time,

full immigration legal services

provider in the Houston's East

End.

Legal Services 
We Provide

Humanitarian
DACA (Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals)
VAWA (Violence Against
Women Act)
U-Visa
Asylum Removal and Defense
TPS (Temporary Protective
Status)
 
Family
Adjustment of Status
Consular Processing
Family Petitions
Work Permits
 
Citizenship
Naturalization
 



 

  
 

American Civil Liberties Union
 
BakerRipley
 
Bee Busy Wellness Center
 
Boat People SOS
 
caféCollege/Project GRAD
 
CareVan Mobile Unit
 
Church World Services
 
Community Assistance Center
 
Consulado General de Mexico
en Houston

 

DePelchin Children ’s Center

 

Harris County District

Attorney ’s Office

 

Harris County Protective

Services for Children and

Adults

 

Harris County Sheriff ’s Office

 

Houston Community College

Adult Education

 

Houston Immigration Legal

Services Collaborative

 

Houston Police Department

 

Houston Public Library - Park

Place Regional

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLABORATIVE PARTNERS

OUR

Houston Volunteer Lawyers
 

Immigrant Justice Corps
 

Interfaith Ministries
 

Legacy Community Health
 

Memorial Assistance Ministries
(MAM)

 
Mi Familia Vota

 
Mission Milby

 
Pan-African Legal Services

 
SERJobs For Progress

 
St .  Luke ’s United Methodist

Church
 

South Texas College of Law
 

Tahirih Justice Center
 

Technology For All
 

Texas A&M AgriLife Nutrition
Program

 
Texas Annual Conference UMC

 
The Bridge Over Troubled

Waters
 

The Children 's Assessment
Center

 
University of Houston Law

Center
 

YMCA International Service
 

YMCA Willow Creek
 





CITIZENSHIP

HAS ITS

PRIVILEGES

 

 

Raquel is a 35-year-old wife and mother born in

Mexico.   She recently became a naturalized U.S.

citizen. 

 

Her husband, Jorge, now wants to apply for

naturalization.   Raquel came for a consultation to

discuss her husband’s case and revealed that she

has two minor sons who are Lawful Permanent

Residents (i .e. ,  green card holders).    

 

Because Raquel became a naturalized U.S. citizen

before her sons turned 18, they automatically

derived U.S. citizenship through her.   

 

JFON Houston is now in the process of helping

Jorge become a naturalized U.S. citizen, as well as

assisting Raquel and Jorge’s sons prove their

derivative citizenship status.   

 

After completion, the entire family will  become

U.S. citizens in 2020.
 

 

 

 

Client’s name and likeness have been changed to protect their identity.



 

Susana is a 17-year-old citizen of Honduras who was brought

to the United States when she was five-years-old. 

 

Three years ago, her mother was deported from the United

States,  and she and her younger sister were left in the

custody of their stepfather.   The stepfather abused both girls,

and they were removed from the home and placed with

separate foster families.    

 

With high school graduation approaching in May, Susana

wanted to get a part-time job so she could afford to go to

prom and attend senior events with her classmates.   She also

wanted to be able to visit her mom in Honduras.   

 

JFON Houston helped Susana apply and receive Deferred

Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).

 

Susana is now able to work, obtain a driver’s license, apply

for college and go visit her mom.

 

 

   

Client’s  name and likeness have been changed to protect her

identity.

 
 
 
 
 

DACA 

OFFERS 

HOPE

 



YEAR IN PHOTOS

2019 Volunteers are 
the heart of 

JFON Houston

John Howard
Pam Howard

Danielle Igbani
Latisha Ingram

Josie Jones
Alejandra Leal

Marissa Martinez
Tamara Moctezuma

Kimber Molke
Erica Moreno
Laura Morris 

Cassandra Nunez
Daniel Nuñez
Marci Pampe

Teresa Pineda 
Norma Robinson
Fabian Sanchez
Esther Schaefer 

Jo Sheetz
JJ Slater

Bola Soda
Heath Vercher
Karen Williams
Carlos Zamora

 

Miriam Aguila
Maria Aguilar
Isabel Aleman
Mary Aleman
Irvan Arana
Kimberly Arana
Veronica Arispe
Lorena Arista 
Daniela Betancourt
Abbie Carlson
Mayte Cuevas 
Lupe Felix
Ramiro Fonseca
Martha Friedrich
Vanessa Garza
Annie Gaspar 
Wendy Gonzales-Neal
Miranda Gonzalez
Diana Gongora
Karina Guadarrama
Sharon Hempler
Brandon Hernandez
Julio Hernandez
Louis Holzer
Bernice Houstoun

We thank our amazing volunteers for their dedication and 

work bringing justice, education and compassion 

to our immigrant neighbors.

(In Memorandum)



ALMOST HALF OF
THE CHILDREN IN
HOUSTON ARE
THE CHILDREN OF
IMMIGRANTS

Studies show the fear of having a
parent detained or deported can
negatively impact a child's long-
term health and development



 

Justice For Our Neighbors Houston
Administrative Offices
2220 Broadway Street
Houston, Texas 77012

Tel: 713-454-6470

CLINIC 
LOCATIONS
 
MISSION MILBY
2220 Broadway Street
Houston, Texas 77012
 
ST. LUKE'S UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH GETHSEMANE
6856 Bellaire Blvd,
Houston, Texas 77074
 
COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE CENTER
1022 McCall Avenue
Conroe, Texas 77301
 
MOBILE CLINIC
Locations Vary
Serving East Texas

STAFF
 Manne Favor, Executive Director

 Joy Green, Legal Director
 Marisa Peterson, Staff Attorney

 Gabriele Lopez Compean , Staff Attorney
 Karina Espanza Receptionist

 Alexandra Santamaria, Legal Assistant
 Dalila Reynosa Program Coordinator, East Texas

 Laura Hernandez Ponce, Legal Assistant
 Valerie Gonzalez, Intern


